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Modernism: Mid 20th Century 
Themes: Artist forces viewer to establish his/her own meaning 
Characteristics: Often abstract, even absurd, challenges 
established styles 
Artists: Jackson Pollock (abstract expressionism), Marcel 
Duchamp (see Fountain above).  
 
Post Modernism Late 20th Century (end of 1950s) 
Themes: Deconstruction of ideas,  
Characteristics: Multimedia, sometimes performance art; 
sometimes playful; sometimes offensive; the viewer often 
experiences the art in ways other than visual. Genres and 
high/low art mixed together.  
Artists: Christo 
 
Slides taken from Cabrera, Andrea. “Art Movements throughout European 
History.” 2008. Web. 10 May 2013. 


